NACDD Position on Education
Public education is the mechanism by which this nation prepares all students to pursue the benefits of freedom and to exercise fully their rights and responsibilities as citizens. Education is a lifelong process. 
NACDD believes that students with developmental disabilities should receive a quality free and appropriate public education that is inclusive, fully funded, with the needed individualized supports and related services (adaptive, assistive technology, modifications and supplementary aides) to ensure educational success. Students should be provided individualized appropriate instruction; research based positive behavior supports in the least restrictive setting by qualified teachers, administrators and other service providers. 
Policy Recommendations

· Increase funding for all components of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), particularly the Part B State Grant, the Part C Early Intervention State Grant and the Preschool Program. 
· Ensure adequate funds are allocated to conduct research and the development of evidence-based practices from early intervention through postsecondary education to support learning of students with disabilities.

· Assure that any changes to No Child Left Behind (NCLB) do not negatively impact students with disabilities.

· Require closer coordination of NCLB and IDEA policies.

· Fully fund the new provisions in the Higher Education Opportunity Act that increase postsecondary opportunities and provide access to work study and financial aid for students with significant cognitive disabilities.
· Enhance adult education, vocational training, post-secondary education and lifelong learning opportunities for students with disabilities, particularly students with developmental disabilities.
· Ensure students with developmental disabilities enrolled in Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary programs have access to work study programs and Pell grants.
· Increase funding for programs to boost the number and training of administrators, highly qualified teachers, special education teachers and related services in schools. 
