
NACDD Statement on Child Care

Families of children with disabilities often have difficulty finding high quality child care, due to the inability or unwillingness of many child care providers to accept children with disabilities, transportation and other logistical problems, difficulties with coordinating early intervention and child care services, and the scarcity of appropriately trained caregivers. 

NACDD believes that child care services for families of children with disabilities should build on the strengths of the child and family, addresses their needs, be culturally competent, and be delivered through research-based practices. Child care services, before and after school care programs should occur in natural settings based on inclusive models of care with properly trained professionals.  These services should be affordable, safe, and enhance the overall well-being and development of children with developmental disabilities.

Policy Recommendations
· Require states to provide assurances in their Child Care Development Fund State Plans that they are making efforts to improve access to and the quality of child care services for all children with disabilities. DD Councils should also review and comment on Child Care Development Fund State Plans to assure that the needs of families having children with developmental disabilities are addressed
· Restore funding to the Child Care and Development Block Grant to expand services and provide technical assistance to child care providers so that they are better able to meet the needs of children with disabilities.

· Improve access to ongoing professional development and support for family members, practitioners, specialists, and administrators to improve their knowledge and skills in order to implement effective inclusive practices.

· Improve funding for child care resources for children with developmental disabilities that increases the use of quality inclusion programs. 

· Develop federal and state accountability systems that use a consistent definition of inclusion which will help to develop accountability standards and outcome measures for children enrolled in child care programs.

· Encourage Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies to link families with inclusive child care providers and develop materials and other resources that would assist child care providers with inclusion of children with developmental disabilities.

· Ensure the inclusion of child care providers, specialists and special education teachers in the development of the Individual Family Service Plans and Individual Education Plans for children with developmental disabilities.
