
 
 

 

 

                         

 

  

 
                    

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

     

CHAMPIONS OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
 

2009 Annual Report 



March, 2010 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

2009 was a busy and productive year for NACDD.  We’d like to recap some of our Association’s activities: 

  

 NACDD relocated to the District of Columbia and in a co-location with other disability organizations. 

 

 Van Scoyoc and Associates was hired to assist with our public policy/government relations work. 

 

 Councils received a $1.8 million increase in our federal appropriation for FY 2009 and a $750,000 increase 

for FY 2010.  This is the third consecutive year of funding increases, following four years of declines or 

level funding (2004-2007). 

 

 Over 100 Council representatives participated in the 2009 Disability Policy Seminar. 

 

 Our strategic plan was passed unanimously by the membership in June. 

 

 The Council was reestablished in Arizona and is now up and running; Hawaii’s Council has rejoined the 

Association as a dues-paying member. 

 

 We said goodbye to some members of a hardworking Board of Directors and hello to newly elected Board 

Membership. 

 

 Our by-laws were revised and adopted by the membership and organizational policies were written and 

adopted by the Board to help us function more effectively as an Association. 

 

 Our budget was simplified and financial policies have been clarified and streamlined. 

 

 Another outstanding Technical Assistance Institute was held last summer and numerous Councils received 

TA through our federal contract. 

 

 By all accounts, an excellent Annual Conference was held this past fall in New Mexico.  

  

As we embark on 2010, challenges lie ahead for our Association and its member Councils.  Foremost on the list is 

the reauthorization of the Developmental Disabilities Rights Act (DD Act).  Let’s hope action occurs during the 

coming congressional session. State Councils need to be prepared to make our case for the changes we would like to 

see made to the Developmental Disabilities Act.  

 

We want to acknowledge and thank the Teams, Committees and staff for their work on behalf of NACDD.   We 

especially want to thank member Councils for the important work they do to that makes profound and lasting 

improvements in the lives of our friends, neighbors and fellow community members with developmental disabilities. 

  

We thank you for your continued engagement and support during an eventful 2009, and wish you all the best in 

2010, which marks the 40th anniversary of the creation of Councils through the DD Act.  This year we will honor our 

past and shape our future as champions of equal opportunity. 

     

       
Deborah Swingley       Michael Brogioli 

President        Chief Executive Officer 
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Councils on Developmental Disabilities 
 

Councils on Developmental Disabilities are located in every State and Territory. They represent a Federal-State 

partnership in developing futures for and with people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

Councils are governed by volunteers who are appointed by state Governors. More than 60% of these volunteers 

must be people with developmental disabilities or family members. Councils are charged by Federal law to 

identify the most pressing needs of people with developmental disabilities in their State or Territory and 

develop innovative and cost effective ways to meet the needs in a manner that upholds the human and civil 

value of people with developmental disabilities. Councils work to promote the independence and productivity 

of people with developmental disabilities and promote systems change that will eliminate obvious inequities in 

areas such as employment, education, and access to healthcare. Councils work to create a community where 

people with developmental disabilities are naturally included and where they can enjoy the same civil liberties 

and quality of life as everyone else. 

 

Member Councils 
 

Alabama 

Alabama Council for DD 

100 North Union Street, Suite 400 

Montgomery, AL 36130-1410 

334-242-3976 (voice) 

334-242-0797 (fax) 

www.acdd.org 

 

Alaska 

Alaska Governor’s Council on 

Disabilities and Special Ed.  P.O. Box 240249 

Anchorage, AK 99524-0249 

907-269-8990 (voice) 

907-269-8995 (fax) 

www.hss.state.ak.us/gcdse 

 

American Samoa 

American Samoa DD Council 

P.O. Box 1455 

Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 

684-633-2696 (voice) 

684-633-2919 (fax) 

nlsmith@dhss.as 

 

Arizona 

Arizona Governor’s Council on DD 

3839 North 3rd St, Suite 306 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

602-265-3176 (voice) 

602-265-3214 (fax) 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/DDPC/ 

 

Arkansas 

Arkansas Governor’s DD Council 

Freeway Medical Tower -5800 West 10th, Suite 805 

Little Rock, AR 72204 

501-661-2589 (voice/TDD) 

501-661-2399 (fax) 

www.ddcouncil.org 

California 
California Council on DD 

1507 21st Street, Suite 210 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-322-8481 (voice) 

916-324-8420 (TDD) 

916-443-4957 (fax) 

www.scdd.ca.gov 

 

Colorado 

Colorado Council on DD 

3401 Quebec St, Suite 6009 

Denver, CO 80207 

720-941-0176 (voice, TDD) 

720-941-8490 (fax) 

www.coddc.org 

 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

CNMI Council on DD 

P.O. Box 502565 

U.S. Northern Mariana Islands 

Saipan, MP 96950-2565 

670-664-7000 (voice) 

670-664-7030 (fax) 

www.cnmiddcouncil.org 

 

Connecticut 

Connecticut Council on DD 

460 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT 06106-1308 

860-418-6160 (voice) 

800-653-1134 (CT only) 

860-418-6172 (TDD) 

860-418-6003 (fax) 

www.ct.gov/ctcdd 

 

 

 

http://www.acdd.org/
http://www.hss.state.ak.us/gcdse
mailto:nlsmith@dhss.as
http://www.azgovernor.gov/DDPC/
http://www.ddcouncil.org/
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/
http://www.coddc.org/
http://www.cnmiddcouncil.org/
http://www.ct.gov/ctcdd
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Delaware 

Delaware Council on DD 

Margaret M. O’Neil Bldg, 2nd Fl 

410 Federal Street, Suite 2 

Dover, DE 19901 

302-739-3333 (voice) 

800-464-HELP (TDD/Help Line, DE only) 

302-739-2015 (fax) 

www.state.de.us/ddc 

 

District of Columbia 

District of Columbia DD State Council 

64 New York Avenue, N.E. 

Room 6161 

Washington, DC 20002 

202-671-4490 (voice) 

202-671-4495 (TDD) 

202-671-4494 (fax) 

http://dhs.dc.gov/dhs/cwp/view,a,3,q,492383.asp 

 

Florida 

Florida DD Council 

124 Marriott Drive, Suite 203 

Tallahassee, FL 32301-2981 

850-488-4180 (voice) 

800-580-7801 (toll free) 

888-488-8633 (TDD Toll Free) 

850-922-6702 (fax) 

www.fddc.org 

 

Georgia 

Georgia Governor’s Council on DD 

2 Peachtree St., NW, Suite 26-200 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

404-657-2126 (voice) 

404-657-2132 (fax) 

www.gcdd.org 

 

Guam 

Guam DD Council 

University Castle Mall, Suite 17 

130 University Drive 

Mangilao, GU 96913 

671-735-9127 (voice) 

671-734-9121 (fax) 

671-735-9130 9 (TTD) 

 

Hawaii 

Hawaii State Council on DD 

919 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 113 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

808-586-8100 (voice) 

808-586-7543 (fax) 

www.hiddc.org 

 

 

Idaho 

Idaho Council on DD 

802W. Bannock St., Suite 308 

Boise, ID 83702 

208-334-2178 (voice) 

208-334-3417 (fax) 

http://www.icdd.idaho.gov 

 

Illinois 

Illinois Council on DD 

100W. Randolph, Suite 10-600 

Chicago, IL 60601 

312-814-2080 (voice) 

312-814-7141 (fax) 

www.state.il.us/agency/icdd 

 

Indiana 

Indiana Governor’s Council for People with Disabilities 

150W. Market St., Suite 628 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

317-232-7770 (voice) 

317-233-3712 (fax) 

www.in.gov/gpcpd/ 

 

Iowa 

Iowa DD Council 

617 East Second Street 

Des Moines, IA 50309 

515-281-9083 (voice) 

515-281-9087 (fax) 

http://www.idaction.com 

 

Kansas 

Kansas Council on DD 

Docking Station State Office Building 

915 S.W. Harrison, Room 141 

Topeka, KS 66612-1570 

785-296-2608 (voice) 

785-296-2861 (fax) 

www.kcdd.org 

 

Kentucky 

Kentucky Council on DD 

100 Fair Oaks Lane, 4th Floor 

Frankfort, KY 40621-0001 

502-564-7841 (voice) 

502-564-5478 (fax) 

www.kcdd.ky.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.state.de.us/ddc
http://dhs.dc.gov/dhs/cwp/view,a,3,q,492383.asp
http://www.fddc.org/
http://www.gcdd.org/
http://www.hiddc.org/
http://www.icdd.idaho.gov/
http://www.state.il.us/agency/icdd
http://www.in.gov/gpcpd/
http://www.idaction.com/
http://www.kcdd.org/
http://www.kcdd.ky.gov/
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Louisiana 

Louisiana DD Council 

647 Main St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70801 

or PO Box 3455 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3455 

225-342-6804 (voice) 

225-342-1970 (fax) 

www.laddc.org 

 

Maine 

Maine DD Council 

139 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333-0139 

207-287-4213 (voice) 

207-287-8001 (fax) 

www.maineddc.org 

 

Maryland 

Maryland DD Council 

217 E. Redwood Street, Suite 1300 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

410-767-3670 (voice) 

410-333-3686 (fax) 

www.md-council.org 

 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts DD Council 

1150 Hancock Street, Suite 300 

Quincy, MA 02169 

617-770-7676 (voice) 

617-770-9499 (tty) 

617-770-1987 (fax) 

www.mass.gov/mddc 

 

Michigan 

Michigan DD Council 

1033 S. Washington Ave 3rd Floor 

Lansing, MI 48910 

517-334-7240 (voice) 

517-334-7353 (fax) 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/ 

 

Minnesota 

Minnesota Governor’s Council on DD 

370 Centennial Office Building 

658 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

651-296-9964 (voice) 

877-348-0505 (toll free) 

800-627-3529 (MN Relay Service) 

651-297-7200 (fax) 

www.mncdd.org 

 

 

 

Mississippi 

Mississippi Council on DD 

239 North Lamar Street 

1101 Robert E. Lee Building 

Jackson, MS 39201 

601-359-6242 (voice) 

601-359-6230 (TDD) 

601-359-5330 (fax) 

www.cdd.ms.gov 

 

Missouri 

Missouri Planning Council for DD 

1716 Four Seasons Drive, Suite 103 

Jefferson City, MO 65101 

573-751-8611 (voice) 

573-526-2755 (fax) 

www.mpcdd.com 

 

Montana 

Montana Council on DD 

2714 Billings Ave. 

Helena, MT 59601-9767 

406-443-4332 (voice) 

406-443-4192 (fax) 

www.mtcdd.org 

 

Nebraska 

Nebraska Planning Council on DD 

301 Centennial Mall South 

P.O. Box 95026 

Lincoln, NE 68509-5026 

402-471-2330 (voice) 

402-471-9570 (TDD) 

402 471-0180 (fax) 

www.dhhs.ne.gov/ddplanning/ 

 

Nevada 

3656 Research Way, Suite 32 

Carson City, NV 89706 

775-687-4452 (voice) 

775-687-3388 (TDD) 

775-687-3292 (fax) 

www.nevadaddcouncil.org 

 

New Hampshire 

New Hampshire Council on DD 

21 South Fruit Street, Suite 22 

Concord, NH 03301-2451 

603-271-3236 (voice) 

800-735-2964 (TDD/Voice Relay) 

603-271-1156 (fax) 

www.nhddc.org 

 

 

 

http://www.laddc.org/
http://www.maineddc.org/
http://www.md-council.org/
http://www.mass.gov/mddc
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/
http://www.mncdd.org/
http://www.cdd.ms.gov/
http://www.mpcdd.com/
http://www.mtcdd.org/
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/ddplanning/
http://www.nevadaddcouncil.org/
http://www.nhddc.org/
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New Jersey 

New Jersey Council on DD 

P.O. Box 700 

20West State St. 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0700 

609-292-3745 (voice) 

609-292-7114 (fax) 

www.njcdd.org 

 

New Mexico 

New Mexico DD Planning Council 

810W. San Mateo; Suite C 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

505-476-7321 (voice) 

505-476-7320 (fax) 

www.nmddpc.com 

 

New York 

New York State DD Planning Council 

155Washington Ave., 2nd Floor 

Albany, NY 12210 

518-486-7505 (voice) 

518-402-3486 (TDD) 

518-402-3505 (fax) 

www.ddpc.state.ny.us 

 

North Carolina 

North Carolina Council on DD 

3801 Lake Boone Trail, Suite #250 

Raleigh, NC 27607 

919-420-7901 (voice) 

919-420-7917 (fax) 

www.nccdd.org 

 

North Dakota 

North Dakota State Council on DD 

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 325 

Bismarck, ND 58505-0250 

701-328-4847 (voice) 

701-328-1545 (fax) 

www.ndcpd.misu.nodak.edu/uapdis 

 

Ohio 

Ohio DD Council 

8 East Long Street, 12th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

614-644-5537 (voice) 

614-644-5530 (TDD) 

614-466-0298 (fax) 

www.ddc.ohio.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma DD Council 

2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 74 

Oklahoma City, OK 73107 

800-836-4470 (toll-free) 

405-521-4984 (voice) 

405-521-4910 (fax) 

www.okddc.ok.gov 

 

Oregon 

Oregon Council on DD 

540 24th Place, NE 

Salem, OR 97301-4517 

503-945-9941 (voice) 

503-945-9947 (fax) 

www.ocdd.org 

 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania DD Council 

Room 561, Forum Building 

605 South Drive 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

717-787-6057 (voice) 

717-705-0819 (TTY) 

717-772-0738 (fax) 

www.paddc.org 

 

Puerto Rico 

Puerto Rico DD Council 

P.O. Box 9543 

Santurce, PR 00908 

787-722-0595 (voice) 

787-721-3622 (fax) 

www.jp.gobierno.pr 

 

Rhode Island 

Rhode Island DD Council 

400 Bald Hill Road, Suite 515 

Warwick, RI 02886 

401-737-1238 (voice) 

401-737-3395 (fax) 

www.riddc.org 

 

 

South Carolina 

South Carolina DD Council 

1205 Pendleton Street, Rm 453C 

Columbia, SC 29201 

803-734-0465 (voice) 

803-734-1147 (TDD) 

803-734-0241 (fax) 

www.scddc.state.sc.us 

 

 

 

http://www.njcdd.org/
http://www.nmddpc.com/
http://www.ddpc.state.ny.us/
http://www.nccdd.org/
http://www.ndcpd.misu.nodak.edu/uapdis
http://www.ddc.ohio.gov/
http://www.okddc.ok.gov/
http://www.ocdd.org/
http://www.paddc.org/
http://www.jp.gobierno.pr/
http://www.riddc.org/
http://www.scddc.state.sc.us/
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South Dakota 

SD Council on DD 

Hillsview Plaza, East Hwy 34 

c/o 500 East Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

605-773-6369 (voice) 

605-773-5483 (fax) 

http://dhs.sd.gov/ddc/ 
 

Tennessee 

Tennessee Council on DD 

Parkway Towers, Suite 130 

404 James Robertson Parkway 

Nashville, TN 37243-0228 

615-253-5369 (voice) 

615-532-6964 (fax) 

www.state.tn.us/cdd/ 
 

Texas 

Texas Council for DD 

6201 East Oltorf, Suite 600 

Austin, TX 78741 

512-437-5432 (voice) 

512-437-5434 (fax) 

www.txddc.state.tx.us 

 

Utah 

Utah Developmental Disabilities Council 

155 South, 300West, Suite 100 

Salt Lake City, UT 84101 

801-533-3965 (voice/TDD) 

801-533-3968 (fax) 

www.utahddc.org 

 

Vermont 

Vermont DD Council 

103 S. Main Street 

Waterbury, VT 05671-0206 

802-241-2613 (voice) 

888-317-2006 (toll free, Vermont only) 

802-241-2989 (fax) 

http://ddc.vermont.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia 

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities 

1100 Bank Street, 7th Floor 

Washington Office Building 

Richmond, VA 23219 

(804-786-0016 (voice) 

800-846-4464 (voice/TDD) 

804-786-1118 (fax) 

www.vaboard.org 

 

Washington 

Washington State DD Council 

2600 MartinWay E., Suite F 

PO Box 48314 

Olympia,WA 98504-8314 

360-586-3558 (voice) 

360-586-2424 (fax) 

www.ddc.wa.gov 

 

West Virginia 

West Virginia DD Council 

110 Stockton Street 

Charleston, WV 25312-2521 

304-558-0416 (voice) 

304-558-2376 (TDD) 

304-558-0941 (fax) 

www.wvddc.org 

 

Wisconsin 

Wisconsin Board for People with 

Developmental Disabilities 

201W.Washington Ave., Suite 110 

Madison, WI 53703-2796 

608-266-7826 (voice) 

608-267-3906 (fax) 

www.wcdd.org 

 

Wyoming 

Wyoming Governor’s Planning Council on DD 

122West 25th Street 

Herschler Building, Room 1608 

Cheyenne, WY 82002 

307-777-7230 

307-777-5690 

www.ddcouncil.state.wy.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dhs.sd.gov/ddc/
http://www.state.tn.us/cdd/
http://www.txddc.state.tx.us/
http://www.utahddc.org/
http://ddc.vermont.gov/
http://www.vaboard.org/
http://www.ddc.wa.gov/
http://www.wvddc.org/
http://www.wcdd.org/
http://www.wcdd.org/
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Board & Staff 
 

Officers 

Deborah Swingley, NACDD President 

Executive Director, Montana Council on DD  

 

Shari Lynn Cooper, Vice President 

Council Member, Ohio DD Council 

 

Marcia Good, Secretary 

Council Member, California State Council on DD 

 

Dan Shannon, Treasurer 

Executive Director, Massachusetts DD Council 

 

Board Members at-Large 

Wanda Willis 

Executive Director, Tennessee Council on DD 

 

Alison Lozano 

Executive Director, New Jersey DD Council 

 

David Allgood 
Council Member, Kentucky DD Council 

 

Dillon Haug 
Council Member, South Dakota Council on DD  

 

Dennis Byars 
Council Member, Nebraska Planning Council on DD 

 

Becky Harker, Immediate Past President 

Executive Director, Iowa DD Council 

 

  

 

 

 

Michael Brogioli Ex officio as Chief Executive 

Officer, NACDD 

 

Committee Chairs: 

 

Member Services 

Wanda Willis 
Executive Director, Tennessee Council on DD 

 

Public Policy 

Millie Ryan 

Executive Director, Alaska Governor's Council 

on Disabilities and Special Education  

 

Finance 

Dan Shannon -- NACDD Treasurer 

Executive Director, Massachusetts DD Council 

 

Audit 

Shari Lynn Cooper -- NACDD Vice President 

Council Member, Ohio DD Council 

  

Staff 

Michael Brogioli, Chief Executive Officer  

 

Eboni Morris, Program Manager 

 

Pat Brown, Office Manager  

 

Sheryl Matney, TA Contract Manager  

 

BC Farnham, TA Project Specialist 
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Public Policy 

 

NACDD assists Councils with their role as advocates for systems change by educating the public and 

Congress about issues of importance to people with developmental disabilities and their families and by 

working with other disability organizations that have a similar vision to achieve common goals. 

 

Appropriations 

 

In an effort to garner support for an increase in for State DD Councils, NACDD staff and government 

relations consultants worked with members of Congress to circulate a “Dear Colleague” letter in the House 

asking colleagues to support an increase in funding for State Councils on Developmental Disabilities.  

Fourteen members of the House signed onto the letter: 

 

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)  

Rep. Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU) 

Rep. Anh Cao (R-LA)  

Rep. Russ Carnahan (D-MO)  

Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT)  

Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy (D-OH)  

Rep. James Langevin (D-RI)  

Rep. Ben Luján (D-NM)  

Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-LA)  

Rep.  Michael H. Michaud (D-ME)  

Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS)  

Rep. Jerry Moran (R-KS)  

Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ)  

Rep. Don Young (R-AK)

State and Territorial Councils received $75.066 million in FY 2010, $750,000 over the Fiscal 2009 level. This is 

the third consecutive year of funding increases, following four years of declines or level funding (2004-2007). 

 

Healthcare Reform 

 

NACDD continues to work in collaboration with other disability organizations, including: The Disability Policy 

Collaborative (DPC) and the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) to make sure provisions 

protecting the rights and improving the care of individuals with disabilities are included in healthcare reform. 

Below are provisions we are advocating for. 

 

The Community Living Assistance Services and Supports Act  

(CLASS) Act would create a national, voluntary disability insurance program under which: (1) all employees 

are automatically enrolled, but are allowed to waive enrollment; (2) payroll deductions pay monthly premiums; 

and (3) two-tiered benefits are provided, based on the level of disability, to purchase nonmedical services and 

supports that the beneficiary needs to maintain independence.   

 

Community Choice Act  

The Community Choice Act would provide individuals with disabilities in nursing homes and other institutional 

settings with options to a community-based benefit within Medicaid.  The legislation would amend Medicaid to 

require state Medicaid plan coverage of community-based attendant services and supports for certain Medicaid-

eligible individuals.  State would receive an enhanced federal matching rate for meeting certain benchmarks and 

for serving people whose costs exceed 150 percent of average nursing home costs. 

 

Community First Choice Option 

Community First Choice Option would create Home and Community Based Service (HCBS) alternatives to 

nursing home care for disabled individuals who are eligible for Medicaid.  
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Working in Coalitions to benefit people with Developmental Disabilities 

 

NACDD worked with numerous partners and coalitions to achieve shared goals to improve programs and 

policies that benefit people with developmental disabilities and their families: 

 

Alliance for Full Participation  

AFP is a formal partnership of leading organizations serving the developmental disabilities field that share a 

common vision: To help create better and more fulfilling lives for people with developmental disabilities. 

NACDD is a founding partner.  State Councils on DD continue to be an active part of AFP leading many AFP 

state teams.  

 

Alliance to Prevent Restraint, Aversive Interventions and Seclusion (APRAIS):  

NACDD is a member of the Alliance to Prevent Restraint, Aversive Interventions and Seclusion. APRAIS 

consists of eighteen national organizations, and was established in 2004 by leading education, research and 

advocacy organizations to protect children with significant disabilities from abuse in schools, treatment 

programs and residential facilities. APRAIS worked diligently on legislation to protect all children in schools 

from misuse of restraint and seclusion. As a result, in December 2009, The Preventing Harmful Restraint and 

Seclusion in Schools Act, HR 4247, was introduced by Representative George Miller (D-CA), Chair of the 

Education and Labor Committee, and Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA). Senator Christopher 

Dodd (D-CT), Chair of the Subcommittee on Children and Families of the Health, Education, Labor and 

Pensions (HELP) Committee, introduced companion legislation in the Senate, S 2860.  

 

Collaboration to Promote Self Determination (CPSD)  

CPSD was founded in 2007 and is committed to leading and implementing a campaign focused on ensuring that 

every adult age 18 and older living with intellectual, developmental and cognitive disabilities has the 

opportunity to lead an independent life. 15 national disabilities organizations are members including NACDD.  

Currently, NACDD is working with CPSD on an initiative creating a state-based Employment First 

demonstration project. This project is designed to stimulate the use of Employment First practices at the state 

level with the goal of placing individuals into employer-paid jobs integrated within the general workforce at 

competitive wages and commensurate benefits.  NACDD has been working to ensure that those DD councils 

that want to participate in the state-based demonstration program could, and would be eligible for the funding 

pool created by the program if it were included in federal legislation. 

 

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD)  

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a Coalition of national consumer, advocacy, provider and 

professional organizations headquartered in Washington, D.C. Since 1973, the CCD has advocated on behalf of 

people of all ages with physical and mental disabilities and their families. CCD has worked to achieve federal 

legislation and regulations that assure that the 54 million children and adults with disabilities are fully integrated 

into the mainstream of society. Mike Brogioli will continue to co‐chair the DD Task Force and NACDD will 

participate in the Employment and Autism Task Forces 

 

Easter Seals ‐Family Support Training Grant 

NACDD has partnered with Easter Seals as a grant subcontractor and will provide recruitment and 

dissemination support to identify and engage participants Family Support Training. NACDD will use its 

networks to disseminate marketing information to its membership about the project and its events for the 

duration of the 12 month grant. The Family Support Training Project is a grant provided by the Administration 

on Developmental Disabilities’ Projects of National Significance. This national‐scope project seeks to address 

the challenge of empowering family members and their children with developmental disabilities through 

training, information sharing, program and system navigation, and leadership development. These efforts will 

help family members be more informed about local resources, be empowered to take on leadership roles, and 

contribute to systems change efforts. 
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2009 Disability Policy Seminar (DPS) 

NACCD continues to collaborate with The Arc, UCP, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental 

(AAIDD), SABE and the Association of University Centers on Disabilities to host a Disability Policy Seminar. 

Over 100 Council representatives participated in the Seminar to learn about issues affecting people with 

developmental disabilities including housing, employment, social security, Medicaid, autism and budget issues. 

Council leaders met with Members of Congress and their staff to advocate for increased support for policies that 

benefit people with developmental disabilities. 

 

Technical Assistance 
 
ITACC (Information and Technical Assistance for Councils on Developmental Disabilities) is a federally 

funded technical assistance project.  Section 129(b) of PL 106-402 provides that funding be made available 

to provide technical assistance to entities funded under the DD Act (PL 106-402). The National Association 

of Councils on Developmental Disabilities receives the award to provide these services.  ITACC is the entity 

providing technical assistance to Councils on Developmental Disabilities.  

The work of Councils is meaningful, demanding and technically specific.  The 2009 Technical Assistance 

Contract, provided many opportunities for Councils and their stakeholders to making lasting contributions to the 

lives of people with developmental disabilities. Councils were supported through the provision of a variety of 

services, supports and products, which were individualized to meet unique and diverse needs. During 2009, a 

total of 19 Councils requested formal Technical Assistance (TA) Plans.  The majority of TA Plan activities and 

services, 74% were delivered by ITACC, while the remaining 24% were facilitated by non-ITACC staff 

members. The types of TA supports, resources and services received by Councils included the following:  

  MTARS Preparation 

 Chairperson Training 

 General Operations 

 Council Member Education and Training 

 

 Fiscal and Audit 

 Grant Development 

 Retreat Facilitation 

 Program Performance Report Assistance 

(fiscal, data collection) 

Rapid Response 

ITACC during 2009 received a total of 110 requests for Rapid Response. TA staff respond to council requests 

for information and resources within 48 hours.   

  

Teleconference and Web Conferences 

Teleconference and web conferences were also facilitated by ITACC during this reporting period.  Four 

teleconferences/web conferences were held, the topics included: Economic Issues and the Impact on Councils 

and Program Performance Reports.  A total of 76 participants were involved in these programs with 24 states 

represented.   

  

Executive Director Orientation and Leadership Academy 

New Executive Director Orientation and Leadership Academy was developed and implemented during July, 

2009.  The training was designed to give new Executive Directors information and education on all aspects of 

Council business.  Seasoned Council Executive Directors and staff from the Administration on Developmental 

Disabilities as well as ITACC staff conducted the training.  A manual was developed for use during the training.   

DD Suite 

DD Suite Hands-on training was provided during the 2009 TA Institute.  Current users were supplied an internet 

connection and DD Suite development staff was on site to answer navigation and software questions.  

Participants offered ITACC invaluable information specifically related to the following: 1) the benefits of the 

training; 2) how to improve the training process; and 3) the identification of venues that would better support 

this effort in the future. 
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Information Dissemination 

Information dissemination was accomplished in a variety of ways.  The ITACC website was the primary 

location for all resources and products.  A message was posted on the Yahoo! listserv and the ITACC listserv 

notifying people when new resources were posted. As a result of the Technical Assistance Plan requested by 

Oregon, Succession Planning tools and resources were provided to all Council Executive Directors and/or staff 

attending the 2009 Technical Assistance Institute.  A plan to expand ITACC listserv traffic was developed in 

January, 2009.  Council staff and members continue to use the Yahoo! listserv as the primary tool to post and 

gather peer-to-peer information quickly.  During this reporting period, a total of 954 postings were issued on the 

Yahoo! and ITACC listserves; this represents a 61% increase of over FY 2008.   

 

TA Institute 

A total of 138 people attended the 2009 TA Institute held in Arlington, VA on July 27-28.  The theme for the 

Institute was Shared Commitment – Shared Results.  Keynote sessions featured Arthur T. Himmelman on 

Collaboration Strategies and Lee Vorderer and Graham Mulholland on System Change.  All 2009 Technical 

Assistance Institute proceedings were posted on the ITACC web-site. 

 

Collaboration 

A Developing approaches to Collaboration among the Developmental Disabilities Network national meeting 

was held May 21-22, 2009 in Washington, DC to demonstrate and model collaboration techniques and 

strategies.  The meeting’s topic was Transition for Youth to Community Life. An ITACC Specialist provided 

on-site support and facilitated a discussion surrounding issues regarding the funding of transition endeavors and 

a discussion of funding related to transition. As a result of this meeting, a white paper was developed and posted 

on the ITACC web-site shortly after. 

Member Services 
 
NACDD provides services to member Councils to assist in their efforts to promote the interests and rights of 

individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, and to inform policymakers, fellow Councils 

and the public at large about these efforts. 

 

Website 

The website provides information about upcoming national events, links to valuable resources for 

Councils and for people with developmental disabilities, contact information for Councils, including links to 

their websites,  as well as links to the ITACC website.  Members Only section of the website offers resource 

material specifically for Council use, including a calendar of meetings, reports to the membership and past 

issues of NACDD’s public policy newsletter. In the beginning of FY 2010 NACDD began the process of 

redeveloping the current website.  A vendor has been chosen and work continues to create an improved website 

that will be more user-friendly, disability accessible, have a modern feel, and use a content management system 

that will allow content to be updated frequently by NACDD staff. 

 

NACDD Newsletter 

 “NACDD News” is a monthly e-newsletter that aims to keep Member Councils abreast of what is happening at 

NACDD, including meetings that staff and those affiliated with NACDD attend, Technical Assistance updates, 

and State Council news. 

 

Quarterly Topical Teleconferences 

Telling Our Story, Making a Case for What Councils Do 

This teleconference addressed what councils are doing to communicate and market their work; specific 

techniques that member councils used that have been effective; and how NACDD can assist councils in 

developing their message. Speakers included:  Katie Weyforth Vanlandingham, Director of Government 

Relations, Van Scoyoc Associates and NACDD Government Relations Consultant; Armetta Parker, Vice 

President, Marketing and Communications, United Cerebral Palsy; Tom Driscoll, Strategic Planning & 



12 

Marketing Manager, Virginia Board for People with Disabilities; and Jennifer Harrison, Investment Manager, 

Illinois Council on DD.  

 

Lobbying vs. Advocacy 

This topical teleconference addressed the role of advocacy in policy making, including lobbying activities, and 

ways that NACDD and member Councils can effectively and legally engage in advocacy. Speakers addressed 

the legal limitations as well as opportunities regarding lobbying activities, both for NACDD as a national 501(c) 

3 nonprofit organization, and member Councils which are federally-funded entities affiliated with state 

governments.  Speakers included: April Carson, Legislative Advisor and Counsel, Alliance for Justice; Ed 

Long, Ph.D, Vice President, Van Scoyoc Associates Inc.; and Jane Rhys, Ph.D, Executive Director, Kansas 

Council on Developmental Disabilities. 

 

Annual Conference 

 

NACDD’s 2009 Annual Conference, “Rising to the Challenge,” was held 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico on October 29-30, 2009.  Over two 

hundred attendees participated in sessions on employment, self-advocacy 

and system rebalancing.  Keynote speakers included:  Julie Petty, Self 

Advocate/Partners for Inclusive Communities; William Kiernan, Director 

of the Institute for Community Inclusion and Research, University of 

Massachusetts, Boston; John Agosta, Vice President, Human Services 

Research Institute; and Polly Arango, Co-Founder, Family Voices. The 

2009 Tecla Jaskulski Award was presented to Jan Newsom, Immediate 

Past Chair, Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities. 
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